

















5







BUSTMNESS

[










z

1)




IRISH BEACH WATER DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SATURDAY MAY 9, 1992

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLIL CALL: Chairman Balzer called

the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. at the Garcia Grange

in Manchester. Directors Aeschliman, Beran, Balzer, and
Heinzer were present. Absent was Director Satuloff. Also
present were John Acquistapace, Reese Tripp, Mildred Tripp,
Wil Edelbrock, Betty MacKenzie, Bettye Winters, Charles
Acker, Gene Scaramella, and Alan Turner. Diane Aeschliman
substituted for Diane Johnson as District secretary.

~APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Director Heinzer asked that a discussion

of toxic materials involving septic tanks be added to the
agenda. Director Beran moved to approve the Agenda, Director
Heinzer seconded, the motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES of regular meeting 3-14-92. A correction
on Page 3, Section 7B: sentence should read Fish and Game

had been notified. A motion to approve the minutes as
corrected was made by Director Heinzer, seconded by Director
Aeschliman and approved unanimously.

PUBLIC INPUT: Director Heinzer voiced his concern about
the recent drug bust at Irish Beach, specifically the
dangerous materials getting into the septic system and
leaching into the soil. He has called various agencies
and Alan Turner.

Alan Turner stated that the County's responsibility and
authority is in the midst of being transferred to a fire
district. At the present time there is no definitive answer
to the problem. The Irish Beach Water District has no
ability to handle the situation at this time.

Director Heinzer had contacted the State and the Surveillance
and Enforcement Unit (after a government agency such as

the County makes a determination of the substance, this

Unit follows through and makes sure corrections are made).
Great care must be taken when the septic system tank 1lid

is lifted so that chemicals and methane gas do not cause
serious injuries.

Alan Turner stated that the present initiative by the
District to determine the extent of possible harm or risk
is all the District can do at this point. Presently there
is no threat to ground water or services or residents of
the District. From a purely civil liability standpoint,

if there is harm to the system, or a threat to the
residents, it is more likely the County that has initial
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responsibility and the Water District only secondarily.
There are things that can be done under nuisance statutes
and under civil liabilities to make the land owners and
their agents responsible for harm arising out of negligence
or wrongful conduct. The District should allow other
agencies to take the the primary responsibility so long

as there is satisfactory information.

An item should be included in the next Water District
Newsletter informing all property owners of the risks
involved with this situation. Director Aeschliman also
suggested that the past drug lab history in Irish Beach

be included along with articles printed in the local papers
(The Press Democrat and The Independent Coast Observer).

Alan Turner stated that in maintaining a public nuisance,
the courts will inquire into just how those things are
maintained and whether or not a court order ought to be
effective in controlling a public nuisance. Citizens are
entitled to take action in order to cause it to be abated.
The affect of the conduct and the risk to the public and
the harm which is clearly present, constitutes a nuisance.
The court could decide that the responsible parties are
not only the owners but the agents and there must be
intervention in the process itself in order to limit further
occurrences. If there is a threat of harm or a risk to
water system, the District has the statutory authority to
do something about it.

Director Heinzer summed up the proposed action:

1. Send a letter to every home owner advising
them of the situation.
2. Locate the correct agency to put on notice.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: Director Aeschliman reported

on the survey of lot owners regarding future building
activity. The survey indicated that 10 homes per year will
be built for the next 3 years, resulting in 180 homes in
the District by 1995. The average water usage per hookup
has decreased due to water conservation.

Gene Scaramella stated that in April there were 143 hook-
ups which averaged 104 gallons of water per day per hook-

up.

Director Aeschliman stated that the District is looking
at 2 time periods:

1. Possible rate increase going into effect next year
2. Mallo Pass at least 7 years away

-2



6A

6B

Alan Turner stated that public comment should be

solicited before action should be taken.
He mentioned that he had a discussion with a district
engineer who predicted the demise of small water
districts due to the fact that State and Federal
requirements for the operation of these districts are
imposing enormous costs per system and that very often
only larger districts or municipalities are able to
pay the costs of upgrades, etc. which are required for
treatment of water. Smaller districts may opt to join
other systems or contract for water. Mergers,
consolidations, task forces, etc. will be needed.

A motion was made by Director Heinzer to approve the
Expenditure and Treasurer's Report. It was seconded by
Director Beran and passed unanimously.

REPORTS and action required as a result of reports:

Water Quality (Gene Scaramella): The supply from the stream
is over the weir which means that it cannot be measured

(for the month of May). The well is only used on a regular
basis to provide water for Al Fisher and one or two
days/month to keep the water moving. Charlie Acker has been
putting in a few hours per week. The State Dept. of Health
dealing with issues in changes of regulations is requiring

a response by June 1. The District will be applying for

an Amended Water Supply Permit.

The plant that was built in 1986 is not doing as well as
it should (turbidity levelsnot adequate, mixing system not
large enough). The State wants polymer holding tank doubled.

Chairman

Chairman Balzer stated that augmentation money will be
received this year. The amount is not known at this time.

Errors and Omissions insurance policy was canceled, $2,000
will be refunded.

Firehouse - Planning Commission has okayed the project,
the project will move ahead. Further discussion will be
needed on funding.

Unit 5 - Was scheduled to be heard before the Planning
Commission on May 7th, but has been delayed until May 21st.
W. Moores has made an official protest to having the
alternate exit/entrance for the fire truck. The Coastal
Commission will no longer involve themselves in permits
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at Irish Beach except for certain septic systems. The
Planning Commission has not yet looked into septic systems
for Unit 5.

Chairman Balzer asked John Acquistapace for an estimate
on costs to fix leaks (time and materials). A statement
of costs will be prepared by John.

Director Satuloff and Chairman Balzer continue to meet with
Bill Moores from time to time. More information should
be forthcoming in 4 to 6 weeks.

OLD BUSINESS:

Gate Across Road to Upper Diversion: The gate was installed
to prevent access to Upper Diversion where bulk of the
District's water comes from. When logging started, the
poles and chains disappeared. Gordon Moores agreed to
replace them, nothing has been done. Alan Turner said the
first thing to do is find out the cost to replace it, make
demand for payment, and if unsuccessful take the matter

to Small Claims Court.

Don Sorenson and Chairman Balzer went to bridge (crossing
area) to have an estimate prepared for a cement slab across
the creek. An available 45 foot railroad car bridge in
Philo ($2500) might be suitable. Chairman Balzer will
follow-up on both solutions. Director Aeschliman suggested
a warranty for the cement slab. A licensed contractor must
be used for the cement slab or railroad bridge, and a
statement regarding the bridge's suitability for safe use
for the intended purpose must be obtained.

Painting of Tank #3: A bid was received from the people
who did the original job (Eureka) on both tanks. The whole
tank would be sandblasted and the cost would not exceed
$6,500.

Joel Pennock from Albion who does tank painting said he
would power brush all rust areas, prime the areas, paint
the tank with one coat of heavy enamel, for a cost of $950.
Gene Scaramella said the top of Tank #1 needed to be
re-painted. An estimate is needed for this tank too.
Director Beran made a motion to hire this man and spend

up to $1500 subject to a check on suitable references.
Director Heinzer seconded the motion and it was carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS: The Irish Beach Improvement Club has not
officially approached the Water Board regarding the rental

of office space in the proposed Clubhouse. Chairman Balzer
asked the Directors to think about what would be a reasonable
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sum to pay for rental space. Director Heinzer will prepare
a time-frame for the Board.

9. ADJOURNMENT: Director Heinzer made a motion to adjourn
to executive session at 11:50 a.m., seconded by Director
Aeschliman and it was carried unanimously.

CLOSED SESSION:
Attendees:

Jon Heinzer
Reuben Balzer
Rudy Beran

Roger Aeschliman
Charlie Acker
Gene Scaramella
Alan Turner

Subject: The Board discussed the employment of Charles
Acker by the Irish Beach Water District.

Respectfully submitted,
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Reugen Balzer, Present -
for R.J. Beran, Secretary

ATTE T. Prepared by Diane Aeschliman
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